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MANAGING URBAN EXPANSION: 

FROM GLOBAL MONITORING TO 

STAKES IN THE GROUND



I: MONITORING GLOBAL URBAN EXPANSION

The universe of all 4,245 cities that had 100,000 people or more in 2010

THE UNIVERSE OF CITIES



MONITORING GLOBAL URBAN EXPANSION

Phase IðThe Mapping & Measurement of Urban 

Expansion

Phase IIðThe Mapping and Measurement of 

Urban Layouts

Phase IIIðThe Land and Housing Survey

Partners: U.N. Human Settlements Programme (UN Habitat), Lincoln Institute 

of Land Policy, and U.N. Population Division



MONITORING GLOBAL URBAN EXPANSION

Sampling from 8 world regions, 4 city population size classes, and 3 categories 

of countries with 0-9, 10-19 and 20+ cities.

THE NEW SAMPLE OF 200 OF CITIES



PHASE I: URBAN EXPANSION

Landsat-based maps of the expansion of Accra, Ghana: 1985-2014         

Phase IðThe Mapping & 

Measurement of Urban 

Expansion in a global 

sample of 200 cities: 

1990 ï2000- 2014.



PHASE I: URBAN EXPANSION

Paris, France: 1834 and 1800-2000          

Phase IðThe Mapping & Measurement of 

Urban Expansion in a Representative 

Sample of 30 Cities, 1800-2000



East, Southeast, South & Central Asia
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Latin America & the Caribbean
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Selected Findings: 28 of the 30 historical cities 

studied increased their urban extent 16-fold during 

the 20th Century,

PHASE I: URBAN EXPANSION


